
 
 
Studio Partners with Animal Logic to Produce First Live-Action / CG Adaptation of Beloved 
Classic 
  
James Corden Confirmed to Voice the Lead Role of Peter; Rose Byrne to Co-Star 
Daisy Ridley and Elizabeth Debicki Also Join Voice Cast 
  
SYDNEY, Australia - September 23, 2016 – Columbia Pictures has teamed up with Frederick 
Warne & Co., part of Penguin Random House UK, for Peter Rabbit, a new live-action/CG 
motion picture based on the internationally beloved series of books written and illustrated 
by Beatrix Potter, whose 150th anniversary is being celebrated this year.  
  
The film will be directed by Will Gluck and made at Animal Logic, the Australian based 
animation and visual FX production studio.  Animal Logic previously created the animation 
for the global blockbuster The LEGO Movie.  Will Gluck (Olive Bridge Entertainment) and 
Zareh Nalbandian (Animal Logic Entertainment) are both attached to produce the feature, 
with Doug Belgrad serving as Executive Producer.  The screenplay is by Rob Lieber with 
revisions by Gluck.  Jodi Hildebrand of Olive Bridge and Jason Lust will also serve as 
Executive Producers. 
  
James Corden has been set to voice the lead role of Peter, and Rose Byrne will star in the 
live-action female lead role of Bea.  Daisy Ridley and Elizabeth Debicki have also joined the 
voice cast. 
  
With this film, Columbia and Frederick Warne will bring Beatrix Potter’s beloved character 
Peter Rabbit to a new family audience.  Frederick Warne has been Beatrix Potter’s publisher 
since its publication of The Tale of Peter Rabbitin 1902 and is the home of Peter Rabbit and 
the Beatrix Potter brand.  
  
Tom Weldon, CEO Penguin Random House UK said, “We at Penguin Random House UK are 
delighted to be working with Columbia Pictures.  As custodians of Beatrix Potter’s brand and 
legacy, we are excited about the opportunity this production will bring to engage a whole 
new audience with the world of Beatrix Potter and one of her best-loved characters, the 
mischievous Peter Rabbit.’ 
  
Will Gluck added, “I am delighted to be teaming up with Frederick Warne.  Their expertise 
and stewardship is absolutely critical to making a film that honors the legacy of Beatrix 
Potter.” 
  
Nalbandian added, “This announcement is the culmination of two years of development at 
Animal Logic Entertainment, Olive Bridge Entertainment and Columbia Pictures.  It has been 
a great journey bringing Peter Rabbit, his family and many friends to the screen. Peter has 
fans all over the world, and we’re excited to be working with Will, Columbia, and Frederick 
Warne to make a film to delight audiences globally.” 
  
The film will be made at Animal Logic in Sydney with the support of the Australian 
Government through Screen Australia and Screen NSW and in collaboration with Sony 
Pictures Animation.  Lauren Abrahams will oversee the project for the studio. 
 
 



 
 
Production on Peter Rabbit is due to commence in January 2017, and is due for worldwide 
release in April 2018. During the course of the production it is expected that over 600 
specialised craft, live action visual FX crew and support staff will be employed to work on the 
film.   
  
PETER RABBIT™, BEATRIX POTTER™ and the 150 Years Logo are trademarks of Frederick 
Warne & Co. 
 
--End-- 
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Phone:  +61 2 9383 4800 
Email:   communications@al.com.au 
 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
About Animal Logic 
Established in 1991, Animal Logic is one of the world's most highly respected digital 
production studios, producing award-winning design, animation and visual effects for the 
film and television industries.   
  
Animal Logic’s film credits include, The LEGO® Movie, Avengers: Age of Ultron, Insurgent, 
Unbroken, Walking with Dinosaurs: The Movie, The Great Gatsby, Legend of the Guardians: 
The Owls of Ga’Hoole, 300, Happy Feet and House of Flying Daggers.  The studio recently 
finished production on VFX projects The Divergent Series: Allegiant: Part 1 (2016) and 
Captain America: Civil War (2016).  Animal Logic is currently in production on The LEGO 
Batman Movie (2017) and The LEGO Ninjago Movie (2017), The LEGO Movie Sequel (2019), 
Guardians of the Galaxy: Volume 2 and Alien: Covenant (2017). 
  
Animal Logic Entertainment is the creative counterpart to Animal Logic, a production 
company collaborating with filmmakers and studio partners to develop a strong slate of 
innovative, commercially minded, story driven projects stamped with the visual and 
technical innovation that has become the hallmark of Animal Logic’s work.   
 
With offices in Sydney and Los Angeles, and represented by CAA, Animal Logic 
Entertainment continues to forge new partnerships and collaborations with leading studios 
and filmmakers to develop and produce stories that resonate with a global audience. 
  
About Sony Pictures Entertainment: 
Sony Pictures Entertainment (SPE) is a subsidiary of Sony Entertainment Inc., a subsidiary of 
Tokyo-based Sony Corporation. SPE’s global operations encompass motion picture 
production, acquisition and distribution; television production, acquisition and distribution; 
television networks; digital content creation and distribution; operation of studio facilities; 
and development of new entertainment products, services and technologies. For additional 
information, go to http://www.sonypictures.com. 
   
About Penguin Random House UK: 
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Penguin Random House UK exists to connect the world with the stories, writing and ideas 
that matter. It is part of Penguin Random House, the world’s largest trade book publisher, 
which was formed on July 1, 2013, by Bertelsmann and Pearson, who own 53 percent and 47 
percent, respectively. With nearly 250 independent imprints and brands on five continents, 
Penguin Random House comprises adult and children’s fiction and nonfiction print and 
digital English- and Spanish-language trade book publishing businesses in more than 20 
countries worldwide. With over 15,000 new titles, and close to 800 million print, audio and 
eBooks sold annually, Penguin Random House’s publishing lists include more than 60 Nobel 
Prize laureates and hundreds of the world’s most widely read authors. 
  
About Frederick Warne: 

 
Frederick Warne & Co. Ltd. is the owner and guardian of The World of Beatrix Potter™ 
property and original publisher of Beatrix Potter’s famous ‘little books’. 
  
Beatrix Potter is one of the world’s best-loved children’s authors, with her most famous 
creation The Tale of Peter Rabbit having sold in excess of 45 million copies globally since its 
initial publication by Frederick Warne & Co. in 1902. She personally oversaw the launch of 
subsequent products, making Peter Rabbit the oldest licensed character in history. Today 
over 2 million of her ‘little books’ are sold globally every year, and Peter Rabbit has 
appeared in books and products in more than 110 countries throughout the world.  2016 
marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of Beatrix Potter. 
 


